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a)  .......................... The Greeks believe that an onion is a symbol of rebirth. They hang onions on the 
front door. 

b)  .......................... In Estonia, they eat 7, 9, or 12 meals on New Year’s Eve. People believe they will 
get the strength of that many men when they eat it.

c)  .......................... In Ecuador, people make effigies of their enemies from newspapers and wood. 
They burn the effigies at midnight.

d)  .......................... Kids in Belgium make fancy cards and write letters to their parents. The cards 
are usually decorated with angels and roses.

e)  .......................... Irish girls and women put leaves of mistletoe under their pillows. They believe 
this will bring them a husband.

f)  .......................... As the clock starts to strike midnight, Spaniards make a wish while eating a 
grape with each chime. A late-night dinner follows. Many Spaniards then go to bars and clubs 
where they celebrate till morning.

g)  .......................... The Finns melt lead in a pan on the stove and then quickly throw it in the cold 
water. The shape of the lead will tell them their fortune in the coming year.

h)  .......................... People in Denmark have a strange tradition. They throw dishes on their friends’ 
doorsteps and believe they will have many friends in the New Year.
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FUN PAGE
1. pizza; 2. spaghetti; 3. cheese, butter; 4. ham; 5. eggs; 
6. bread; 7. apple, orange; 8. carrot, tomato, potato; 9 ice 
cream; 10. cake; 11. chocolate; 12. pepsi; 13. water; 14. tea

FILM
Across: 4. fantasy, 6. Bilbo, 9. dwarves, 11. released, 13. 
trilogy, 14. mountain, 15. army
Down: 1. Frodo, 2. battle, 3. kingdom, 5. adventures, 7. 
imagination, 8. armour, 10. wizard, 12. cinema

PLACES – ANIMALS – PEOPLE - SPORTS
Canberra: 1. b, a, c; 2. a, c, b; 3. c, b, a
Platypus: 1. a, c, b; 2. c, a, b; 3. b, a, c
Kylie Minogue: 1. c, a, b; 2. a, b, c; 3. c, b, a
Rugby: 1. a, b, c; 2. a, c, b; 3. b, a, c
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2. PROS & CONS of being a flight attendant. 
Write the information into the correct place.

1. free tickets all around the world
2. screaming babies, difficult passengers
3. possible terrorist attacks
4. practise languages
5. you’re away from your family
6. long working hours

7. meet fun people 
8. work at night, on weekends and holidays. 
9. see exotic places
10. fly around the world 
11. on their feet most of the time 

A DAY WITH A fLIGHT 
ATTENDANT

1. Look at the picture. 
Describe the situation. What’s wrong?
USEFUL EXPRESSIONS: board, plane, flight attendant, 
passengers, stairs, move, luggage, welcome
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4-5/ 2012-2013 WEB ACTIVITIES

TRADITIONS

1. Find all Christmas symbols! 
Talk about them. What is typical for your family? Is there any Christmas symbol which is NOT in the picture?

2. Nativity Scenes
Read the text and fill in the gaps with the correct words.
homes, live, largest, popular, clothes, was

One of our 1 __________ Christmas traditions is to build nativity scenes in churches, town squares, and 2 

__________. The first nativity scene 3 __________ built in 1224 by Saint Francis of Assisi. He had 4 __________ 

animals and people dressed in Biblical 5 __________. The  world’s 6 __________ nativity scene was set in Mexico 

City last year. It had 5,000 figures.  
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3. Christmas Dice Game
You’ll need: vocabulary cards, the Christmas die
Directions:
1. Each person chooses a vocabulary card from the pile.
2. He/ she rolls the die at his turn.  He/ she must complete the 

task assigned to that number.
3. If he/ she gets the correct answer, he/ she adds the number 

that he/ she rolled to his score.
4. The person who has the most points at the end of the game 

wins.



CHRISTMAS

20

tree lights

dinner presents

fish turkey

3
Sp

el
l

th
e 

wo
rd

.

6
Ex

pl
ai

n 
wh

y
th

is
 w

or
d 

is
 

as
so

ci
at

ed
wi

th
 C

hr
is

tm
as

.

4
Us

e 
th

e 
wo

rd
co

rr
ec

tly
in

 a
 se

nt
en

ce
.

3
Ex

pl
ai

n 
th

e
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f
th

e 
wo

rd
.

1
Pr

on
ou

nc
e

th
e 

wo
rd

.

5
Us

e 
th

e 
wo

rd
in

 a
 q

ue
st

io
n.

3. Christmas Dice Game
You’ll need: vocabulary cards, the Christmas die
Directions:
1. Each person chooses a vocabulary card from the pile.
2. He/ she rolls the die at his turn.  He/ she must complete the 

task assigned to that number.
3. If he/ she gets the correct answer, he/ she adds the number 

that he/ she rolled to his score.
4. The person who has the most points at the end of the game 

wins.

21

Santa nativity

church happy

merry family

meet snow

cold decorations

children give

get cookies

food popular
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5. Christmas traditions
Which of the three popular Christmas traditions is 
in the picture?

A, Light a candle on Christmas Eve and keep it burning 
until Christmas Day or you’ll have bad luck.
B, Prepare some food and drink for carolers or you’ll have 
bad luck.
C, Kiss a girl under the mistletoe and give her a mistletoe 
berry. You’ll have good luck and a happy marriage.

6. Christmas songs quiz
1. What is your favourite Christmas song?
2. Do you play, sing or listen to Christmas songs at home?
3. Do you prefer modern Christmas songs or traditional carols?

Christmas just would not be Christmas without the music we know and love. Listening to Christmas music can 
instantly put us in a festive mood. 
We have prepared for you a quiz about how well you know some of the most famous Christmas songs. 

Match the names of the songs to their singers.

1. Last Christmas  A. Band Aid (1984)
2. Wonderful Christmas Time B. Mariah Carey (1994)
3. Do They Know It’s Christmas? C. Wham (1984)
4. All I Want For Christmas Is You D. John Lennon (1971)
5. Happy Xmas (War Is Over) E. Paul McCartney (1979)

II. Complete the lyrics with the missing words. The missing text is also the name of the song from task 1. 

a, And there won’t be snow in Africa 
This Christmas time. 
The greatest gift they’ll get this year 
-is life. 
Where nothing ever grows, no rain 
or river’s flow. 

……………………………… - time at all 

b, The party’s on 
The feeling’s here 

That only comes 
This time of year 

Simply having a ……………………………………… 

Simply having a………………………………………

c, ……………….………….I gave you my heart 
But the very next day, You gave it away 
This year, to save me from tears 
I’ll give it to someone special
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excited Jesus

reindeer home

meet celebrate

holiday angel

winter

4. Eight Interesting Facts About Christmas
Match the parts of the sentences.

1. The Germans made the first artificial A, are sent in the U.S. alone.
2. Each year more than 3 billion Christmas cards B, while they eat Christmas dinner.
3. The traditional three colours of Christmas C, the White House lighting ceremony in 1923.
4. The world’s largest Christmas stocking was 32.56 m long D, Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers.
5. The British wear paper crowns E, were apples. 
6. President Coolidge started F, and held almost 1,000 presents. 
7. There are approximately 21,000 Christmas tree G, farms in the United States. 
8. The earliest known Christmas tree decorations H, are green, red, and gold.

CHRISTMAS
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Which of the three popular Christmas traditions is 
in the picture?

A, Light a candle on Christmas Eve and keep it burning 
until Christmas Day or you’ll have bad luck.
B, Prepare some food and drink for carolers or you’ll have 
bad luck.
C, Kiss a girl under the mistletoe and give her a mistletoe 
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d, And so this is Christmas for weak and for strong, 
The rich and the poor ones, the road is so long. 

And so.............................. for black and for white 
For the yellow and red ones let’s stop all the fights. 

A very merry Christmas and a happy New Year 
Let’s hope it’s a good one without any fear

e, I don’t need to hang my stocking 
There upon the fireplace 

Santa Claus won’t make me happy 
With a toy on Christmas day 

I just want you for my own 
More than you could ever know 
Make my wish come true 
………………………………….

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS

1. Space Maze
Find the way through the maze and write down the words.

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Nativity Scenes: 1 popular, 2 homes, 3 was, 4 live, 5 clothes, 6 largest
Eight Interesting Facts About Christmas: 1D, 2A, 3H, 4F, 5B, 6C, 7G, 8E
Christmas Traditions: C
Christmas Songs Quiz: I. 1C, 2E, 3A, 4B, 5D
II. a3, b2, c1, d5, e4
Whisky Dundee Cake: 3, 6
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SHORTCUTS

1. Whisky Dundee Cake Recipe 
Read the recipe for the traditional Christmas cake. There are two extra steps that are NOT in the original recipe. Which ones?
1. In a large bowl, beat together 225 g butter and 225 g brown sugar.
2. Beat in four eggs a little at a time. Mix in 275 g flour, lemon juice, and spices. 
3. Add a little chilli and salt.
4. Mix in 100 g chopped almonds together with 425 g dried fruit, and 2 tablespoons whisky. Spoon into the prepared 

tin. 
5. Decorate with whole almonds. 
6. Cook in 1 litre water for 30 minutes.
7. Bake for 2¼ hours, until golden. 

2. The Amazon Matching Exercise
1. The Amazon River is A. and over 6,000km long.
2.  It is up to 40km wide B. and attack animals that get too close to the water.
3. Where the river meets the ocean C. it is over 325km wide.
4. There are no bridges D. mostly through rainforests.
5. The Amazon River flows E. a meat eating type of fish.
6. The largest city along the Amazon River F. located in South America.
7. There are over 3,000 known species G. is Manaus, Brazil.
8. Anacondas live in the waters of the Amazon H. of fish that live in the Amazon River.
9. The Amazon River is also home to the piranha, I. across the Amazon.

7.


